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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Don't forget to renew your MSA Membership!
Members who renew their membership on or before December 31st for the
next calendar year receive a $10 discount on their membership!
Discounted Memberships: Members from developing countries, as defined
by The World Bank may request a 50% reduction in membership dues that
include online-only journal access. This option is subject to approval by MSA
Council.
Renew your membership here!

Apply to the MSA awards
MSA offers more than 15 different awards. Apply before Feb 15th, 2022. No
U.S. citizenship is required.

Tell us your
career
history as a
speaker in
our virtual
coffee-hour
or nominate
your favorite
mycologist!
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Take your creativity to the next level
Submissions due Nov 15th
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Zoom Link Here!
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Gary Olds
Current research location
Denver Botanic Gardens
Current adviser
Dr. Andrew Wilson
Current project description
My project, "Applying a Modified
Metabarcoding Approach for the
Sequencing of Macrofungal
Specimens," explores laboratory
techniques in taking the efficiency
(time, labor, and cost) of
environmental DNA sequencing
and applying that to the
historically slower and more costly
methods of sequencing specimens
in fungaria.
Awards you'd like to brag about
Alexander H. and Helen V. Smith
Research Award (2021)
What are your career
goals/plans for after you're done
with your current position?
I plan to go into biodiversity
research and education. I plan to
have a career in natural resource
conservation and sustainability,
especially in connecting
communities to nature.

What is your favorite fact/thing
about fungi?
The genus Claviceps, especially
Claviceps purpurea (rye ergot fungus)
is a type of fungus that is a disease
on cereal grasses such as rye. This
fungus is not only a disease of these
plants but can cause ergotism in
humans when consumed (these are
commercial crop-type plants). There
is a theory that this fungus, causing
ergotism, is the cause of hysteria
and hallucinations that resulted in
witch trials.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Gary Olds

Who is your mycology role
model?
Vera Stucky Evenson
Any great stories from field work
(funny/interesting/something
that stuck out to you)?
My best foray was one at a
mushroom fair in which I found my
first ever (and pretty big) ruby
porcinis (Boletus rubriceps), got to
spend time with (and get my books
signed by) my mycology role model
(Vera Stucky Evenson), and met Dr.
Andy Wilson, with whom I built a
connection and eventually became
his graduate student.
What do you like to do in your
free time? What are your
hobbies?
My favorite activity is mountain
biking.

I enjoy biking through the city and
solitude with reading, drawing,
coloring, crafting, and creative
projects.
Anything else you'd like to talk
about?
I am also a zookeeper! In addition to
my passion for mushrooms and
plants, I love animals and teaching
people. I work with an animal
ambassador program at an
aquarium. This means I provide daily
husbandry (care, feeding, training,
check-ups) for education animals and
also run public programs and
behavior demonstrations with these
animals. The collection I work with
consists of 12 mammals, 6 birds, 9
reptiles, and 2 invertebrates.

Claviceps purpurea
http://www.botany.hawaii.edu/faculty/
wong/BOT135/LECT12.HTM
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GRAD SCHOOL AND POSTDOC OPPORTUNITIES
The Smith Lab Fungal Biology Lab is looking for 1-2 PhD students to join
our team in Fall 2022! Dr. Matthew Smith’s lab is in the Plant Pathology
Department at the University of Florida in Gainesville. The department
offers graduate student awards and a fungarium fellowship that cover
tuition and living expenses. Dr. Smith specializes in systematics and fungal
ecology with an emphasis on ectomycorrhizal fungi and truffle-forming
fungi, but members of the lab study a variety of topics in fungal biology
and there is flexibility with dissertation research projects. We welcome
inquiries! Please contact Dr. Smith at trufflesmith@ufl.edu
2-year postdoc position at @uni_copenhagen to work on a cool project on
Fungal interkingdom host-shifts. Please get in touch, or apply if interested!
The Hawkes lab has 2 postdoc positions available to work in (1) soil
microbial ecology, C cycling, and global change, and (2) plant-microbe
interactions and wheat resilience. Apply here!
Dr. Bala Chaudhary is recruiting 1-2 PhD students for Fall 2022! Come
study mycorrhizal ecology with my group and join a great graduate
program
@EEES_Dartmouth. Fully funded. More info and instructions on how to
apply here!
Cornell is accepting applications for 9-month, full-time tenure-track faculty
positions at the Assistant/Associate Professor level. The positions
involve 50% research and 50% teaching or extension responsibilities. Up to
five new faculty will be hired. More details here!
The Dept of Botany & Plant Path at Oregon State University is searching
for a tenure-track assistant professor position in Ecology and Evolution of
Infectious Plant Diseases. All research topics within the area of EEIPD will
be considered. More details here!
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SCARY FUNGI

These are our top 4 most creepy fungi, send us a picture if you find any!

Xylaria polymorpha- Dead Man's Fingers!
They commonly appear year round (though
more often in the spring and fall) at the base
of beechwood stumps and occasionally
under buried hardwoods.

Clathrus archeri- Stinkhorn or even better
the Devil's Fingers! This fungus is indigenous
to Australia and New Zealand and an
introduced species in Europe, North America
and Asia. It erupts from a suberumpet egg
by forming four to seven elongated arms
that look like tentacles.

Hydnellum peckii- Devil's tooth. it lives as
mycorrhizal with pine, mostly in Northern
America, Europe, and more recently Iran and
Korea! The red goop or guttation contains
atromentin, which has anticoagulant
properties similar to heparin.

Cordyceps- Zombie fungus.
Entomopathogenic. The fungus germinates
in the living larva, kills and mummifies it and
then a dark brown stalk-like fruiting body
which is a few centimeters long emerges
from the corpse and stands upright.
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